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with plurals and uncountable nouns  

(esp. nouns referring to substances )  

to talk generally 

Dogs are not allowed in this shop. 

Gold is expensive. 

Chocolate is bad for your teeth. 

with abstract nouns 
She hates dishonesty. 

Many people are afraid of death. 

with languages 
Spanish is spoken by about 300 mln people. 

She speaks German. 

activities 

Speaking is not permitted during  

the examination. 

Eating vegetables is good for you. 

with most countries, states,  

cities and towns 

Los Angeles is in California. 

Tom lives in New York. 

She comes from Great Britain. 
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with certain buildings, when we are 

referring to their main function  

or basic purpose 

Jim was sent to prison. (=he’s a criminal) 

He’s in hospital. (= she’s a patient) 

She’s at school. (as a pupil) 

with geographical areas, lakes,  

mountains and islands 

We visited Lake Victoria. It’s in East Africa. 

They climbed Mount Everest last year. 

with most streets, roads, parks etc. 

BUT There's a new Italian restaurant opening on the high street. 

(a street where the most important shops and businesses in 
a town are) 

I bought this dress from a shop  

in Bond Street. 

I like eating at McDonald’s. 

with names of buildings  

with a place name before 

We visited Blenheim Palace  

and Coventry Cathedral. 

with meals when we refer to  

them in general 

Have you had lunch yet? 

Dinner’s ready. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/italian
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/italian
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/restaurant
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/restaurant
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/open
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/open
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/street
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/street
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/street
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/street
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/important
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/important
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/barbershop
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/barbershop
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/business
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/business
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/town
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/pl/dictionary/english/town
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with the names of airports/stations, 

universities, churches, magazines, 

games/sports, illnesses 

Gatwick airport, Cambridge University,  

St Paul’s Cathedral, People magazine, 

chess, diabetes 

with ways of travelling/means of transport 
We went there by car. 

I get to school on foot. 

in some common phrases 
at work, at home, at sea, in court, in bed, 

watch TV, listen to music 

 


